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Dignitaries, legislators, supporters,
and volunteers gathered under a
handsome tent in a beautiful meadow
at Wild Shepherd Farm in Athens, VT,
on Saturday, September 29, 2012, to
celebrate the Pinnacle Association’s
20th Anniversary.  The event honored
two decades of Pinnacle’s partnerships
with the Vermont Housing and Con-
servation Board [VHCB] and the Ver-
mont Land Trust [VLT].  That
collaboration created an extensive
public-access trail system, more than
20 miles long, that radiates from West-
minster to Grafton and preserves more
than 1800 acres of beautiful forest and
farms in southeastern Vermont. 

The day began at 9:00 a.m. with six op-
tional guided walks through various
sections of WHPA’s conserved lands.
Next came a catered lunch featuring
local meats and produce; a welcome
by Camilla Roberts, Board Chair; his-
torical tidbits by founder and previous
Chair Beverly Major with acknowl-
edgment of several long-time volun-
teers; poetry by author Diane
Lisher-Goodband; and a reading, by
State Representative Mike Mrowicki
and Senator Jeanette White, of Governor
Shumlin’s proclamation recognizing
Pinnacle’s land-conservation success,
its dedicated volunteers, and effective
partnerships. 

The celebration concluded with remarks
by Dennis Shaffer, Vice President for
Conservation and Stewardship at the
Vermont Land Trust, and by Gus

INVITATION TO MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC

Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association Annual Meeting
Program and Refreshments

Sunday April 28, 2013
Westminster West Church 

AGENDA
4:00 PM  Refreshments.  Reports and Minutes on view 
4:30 PM  Business Meeting:  Highlights and Next Projects, 

Elections, Volunteer of the Year Award
5:00 PM  Mike Clough: “Turtles to Toads:  Herps of the North”

Interactive PowerPoint, live animals, hands-on artifacts
For information, email whpa@sover.net or visit www.windmillhillpinnacle.org

Seelig, Executive Director of the Vermont
Housing and Conservation Board.  Gus
Seelig summed it up, “The Pinnacle As-
sociation is a wonderful example of a
community-based non-profit conserva-
tion organization.  With a large member-
ship, plenty of enthusiastic volunteers,
and a clearly defined goal, it’s amazing
what this group has accomplished with
diligence and perseverance over the past
20 years.”

Above right, Dennis Shaffer of VLT and Gus Seelig of VHCB,
who spoke of their successful partnerships with Pinnacle. 

Lower right, Steve Libby of Vermont River Conservancy 
and Joan Weir of VLT discussing streambank 

management on the walk they led.

Below,  20th Anniversary celebration tent.

Twenty Great Years!

Pinnacle Cited in Resolution 

Honoring Two Board Members

Both houses of the Vermont General Assem-
bly approved a resolution to honor Randy
and Beverly Major "for their civic and com-
munity service."  Presented at the March
Westminster Town Meeting by State Repre-
sentative David Deen, the citation specifi-
cally mentions the Majors’ "involvement in
the establishment and leadership of the
Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association" as one
indicator of their community service in the
town of Westminster.  It states the Associ-
ation is "dedicated to conserving the scenic
lands associated with the Pinnacle, the
highest peak in the town of Westminster."
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At left, State Representative David Deen presents the proclamation to Randy and Bev Major.
Above, the ingenious carrot cake at the 20th Anniversary celebration. 

Sam Streeter, at left, and Artie Aiken, THE builders of the
Pinnacle shelter, were recognized for their work on that
cherished cabin at the 20th Anniversary celebration. 

Wanted:  Pinnacle Photographs
If you would like to share your great, high-res digital photos of flora,
fauna, views, or people enjoying them on WHPA lands, please email
them to sjroman1948@yahoo.com.  We may be able to use them in a future
newsletter or post them on our website www.windmillhillpinnacle.org.
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The Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association was founded in
1991 and over the years has grown to over 1,820 acres

with 21 miles of trails across five towns: Westminster,
Brookline, Athens, Rockingham and Grafton. Eleven trail-
heads are marked with information kiosks. There are two
self guided trail tours, one at the Holden Trail to the Pinnacle

THE SHELTER AT THE PINNACLE IS THE ONLY STRUCTURE ON THE PROPERTY.

and the other is the Dunn Nature Trail at the Martin
Sanctuary on Bemis Hill. It is estimated that there are at
least four thousand visits by hikers per year on the trails. 

See story written by Ted Dodd, with photos about the 
history of the shelter.  

John Barnett
Valerie Barry 
Maria Basescu
Michael Bennett 
Ron Boslun
Joseph Brissette 
John Broadley 
William Brown
Russell Capron 
Compass School students
Tony Coven
Kerry Doyle 
Cindy Fine 
Hubey Fulsom
Malcolm Guild
Roger Haydock
Adrienne Hitchcock

We honor Volunteers as stewards of the trails and the land
In 2011and 2012, 66 volunteers plus several groups of  students from the Compass School and The Putney School pitched in
to help maintain and improve the trails and manage the land. They worked at maintaining the trails, clearing views, pulling
invasive plants and reaching out to the public at booths during local events. Thank you all!

Ray Hitchcock
Julian Jonas 
David Kahle 
Susan Kochinskas
Jane Krochmalny
Bryant Kuhn
Jean Kuhn
Alison Latham
Abigail Littlefield
Meg McCarthy
John Medeiros
Lynn Morgan
David Langmaid 
Gary Lavorgna 
Holly Lorch
Bev Major
Randy Major

Kath Martin
Libby Mills
Jeff Nugent
Chip O’Brien 
Diane O’Brien 
Philip Odegard 
Susan Odegard 
Jeff Pelton 
Nort Philips
Russell Pickering 
The Putney School students
Phil Ranney
Stewart Read 
Camilla Roberts
Silos Roberts
Susan Roman
Dick Sippel

David Stern
Vanessa Stern
Christian Stromberg
Andy Toepfer
Courtney Venable 
Sarah Waldo
Richard Warren
Arthur Westing
Carol Westing
Lillian Willis 
David Willis
Martha Wilmot
Molly Wilson 
Paul Wilson
James World 
Tim Young
Ellen Zimmerman

The facts at 20 years old:

WHPA News

CREATURE ROCK: ON
THE TRAIL WEST FROM
LEDGE ROAD TRAILHEAD.
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Schedule of Events:  Weekend Strolls, Workdays, and More

April 21, Sunday, 1 PM. Workday at Ledgebrook Road Kiosk.  Meet at the kiosk to construct steps up the steep bank of
the trail.  Bring rake, shovel, clippers, gloves, and bug repellant.  Rain date is Saturday May 18.  For information and regis-
tration, contact Andy Toepfer at 802-869-3379 or atoepfer@sover.net.

April 27, Saturday, 2-4:30 PM.  Wildflower Walk with Libby Mills and Carol Westing.  A favorite off-trail stroll to discover

forest ephemeral spring flowers.  Meet at Westminster West Church to carpool to the site.  Bring camera and water.  Contact

Libby Mills at 802-387-5596 or libbym680@comcast.net for information and registration.

April 28, Sunday, 4 PM.  Annual Meeting and Program:  Herps of the North with Naturalist/
Educator Mike Clough. See page 1 and visit www.windmillhillpinnacle.org for more details.

May 4, Saturday, 7-10 AM.  Early Morning Birding Walk to the Pinnacle. Richard Foye, birder
extraordinaire, will help fine-tune your birding-by-ear skills.  Meet at Holden Trail kiosk.  Con-
tact Sarah Waldo at 802-387-6036 or sarah_waldo@hotmail.com for information and registration. 

June 1, Saturday, 10 AM-2 PM.   Take a Kid for a Hike Day. Tony Coven will lead this hike to the Pinnacle lookout.  We’ll

provide a mid-hike snack and special sticker for all participants.  Meet at Westminster West Church to carpool to the

Holden Trail kiosk.  Wear sturdy sneakers or walking shoes, and long pants to ward off ticks.  Bring water, bag lunch,

insect repellant, sunscreen.  Contact Bev Major at 802-387-5737 or bevm@dishmail.net for information and registration.

July 6, Saturday, 11 AM-3 PM. Over the Top! Sarah Waldo and Kath Martin will lead hikers up Holden Trail to the Pinnacle

for a bag lunch, then south on Ridgeline Trail and down sometimes steep Cascade Trail to Hedgehog Gulf in Brookline.

Hikers will be ferried back to the start at Holden Trail kiosk.  Bring water, lunch, insect repellant, sunscreen.  For informa-

tion and registration, contact Sarah Waldo at 802-387-6036 or sarah_waldo@hotmail.com. 

September 8, Sunday, 1-3:30 PM.  Plein-Air Painting. Capture nature on canvas along beautiful Ledge Road Brook.  Meet
at the Ledge Road trailhead parking area with your art equipment and a snack and drink.  We will provide a rugged vehi-
cle to transport supplies to your chosen site along the brook.  At 3 PM we will collect supplies and return to the trailhead to
view works created.   See Fall 2013 Newsletter for details on a winter exhibit we are in the process of planning.   Contact
Camilla Roberts for information and registration at 802-869-1388 or camil@vermontel.net.

September 21, Saturday, 11 AM-4 PM.  Accessibility Day. This once-a-year opportunity for a vehicle ride to a special trail
site will go to Paul’s Ledges for lunch via an often rough road.  Leaders will be Tony Coven and Bev Major.  The popularity
of this program and the need for four-wheel-drive vehicles make advance registrations a MUST for riders.  Hikers do not
need to pre-register.  Bring water, bag lunch, and sweater or jacket for chilly weather at the top.  Meet at Westminster West
Church to carpool.  Contact Bev Major at 802-387-5737 or bevm@dishmail.net for information and registration.  

October 19, Saturday, 1-3:30 PM.  Bald Hill Hike. Randy Major will lead this moderate hike to
the Bald Hill summit area, Twin Falls, and historic earthworks of disputed or unknown origin.
Meet at the trailhead at 232 Covered Bridge Road in Westminster.   For information and regis-
tration, contact Randy Major at 802-387-5737 or rmajor@dishmail.net.  

November 2, Saturday, Noon-3 PM.  Soapstone Hike.   Led by Bill Brown of the Grafton Im-
provement Society and Andy Toepfer of the Pinnacle Association, this somewhat long moder-
ate walk will feature the soapstone history of the area, a look at one quarry and related cellar
holes of a boarding house and mill where soapstone blocks were sawn with wire cable.   Dress
warmly, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water.   Meet at the parking lot opposite The Nature
Museum at Grafton to carpool to the start.  For more information, contact Andy Toepfer at
802-869-3379 or atoepfer@sover.net.

Wood turtle © Michael Clough

From the Board

Values Statement. To develop a Values
Statement to guide us in fulfilling Pin-
nacle’s mission, the Board undertook a
process recommended by Judy Anderson when we dis-
cussed some divisive challenges we were facing.  After ex-
amining  models of Values Statements from other conservation
organizations, Board members completed a survey.   At the
annual Board Retreat in January, we searched for and refined
the wording and concepts that emerged as our most impor-
tant values and beliefs regarding the work of the Pinnacle
Association.  A final Values Statement will be available at
the Annual Meeting on April 28.  From the process we also
discerned some arenas that will require further research and
thoughtful consideration, especially in seeking approaches

to balance the needs of the
people who enjoy the land
with the needs of the plants
and animals for whom it is
home.

Board of Trustees. Board
members who will be retir-
ing from the Board of
Trustees on July 1 include
Maria Basescu, Bryant
Kuhn, Abigail Littlefield,
Philip Ranney, Camilla
Roberts, and Ellen Zimmer-
man. Maria Basescu trans-
formed our publicity,
newsletters, and press re-
leases into a sophisticated

communications tool. Bryant Kuhn has been a wonderful
asset in trails management, especially in upgrading the
water bars.  Abigail Littlefield was instrumental in the cre-
ation of the new logo; managed the monitoring projects
(deer yards and vernal pools); maintained, stored, and trans-
ported the inventory of sale items; and created and main-
tained the website.  Philip Ranney has deep family ties to
the Pinnacle land and continues to help maintain and ex-
pand the view there and on the trails.  Camilla Roberts has
been the Chairperson for a dynamic transition period of six
years, and will continue to work with the Athens Dome
group.  An original founder, Ellen Zimmerman was instru-
mental in creating the Dunn Nature Trail at the Martin Sanc-
tuary and continues to work with the Bald Hill Conservation
Committee. 

The Board extends its respect and gratitude to every one of
these wonderful people for their energy and dedication, and
looks forward to welcoming a new set of Trustees at the
Annual Meeting on April 28.

Recent Highlights 

Trails. The sweeping view from the Pinnacle shelter was ex-
panded by removal of a further ring of trees by Casey Darrow,
Steven King, Hayden Lake, and Philip Ranney, with oversight
by Trustees Sarah Waldo (Trails Committee convener), Tony
Coven, and Molly Wilson.   Look for new larger locator maps
and more concise information on all our renovated kiosks.  

Meanwhile, the new trail license signed by Frasier Cooper-
Ellis and Crescent Dragonwagon will allow a new trail to be
built from Hemlock Trail, where it currently dead-ends on
the ridge, to Bemis Hill Road, where hikers can then walk a
short distance to the Bemis Hill Martin Sanctuary trailhead.
We will continue to work on closing the ridgeline trail gap
to allow hikers to get from central trails to northern ones.

Boundary marking. Thanks
to Tony Coven, Silos Roberts,
and Andy Toepfer, 25 of the
26 miles of Pinnacle prop-
erty boundaries have been
painted, a project that took
several years to accomplish! 

Invasive species eradica-
tion. Our three-year project
made tremendous headway
this past fall, especially with
efforts to eliminate buck-
thorn in the Headwaters
Trail beaver pond area.   Vol-
unteers involved included
Tony Coven, Kath Martin,
Camilla Roberts, Silos Roberts, Andy Toepfer, Courtney
Venable, Sarah Waldo, Tom Walsh, and Molly Wilson.

Athens Dome. A new kiosk was established at a quarry site
in the Athens Dome area.  It displays historic photos of soap-
stone being mined, as well as other interesting information
provided by the Grafton Historical Society.  Four miles of
new trails from Route 35 to Turner Hill Road were blazed
and marked with signs crafted by Dick Warren.  New trail
stewards were enlisted to care for the sections.

Bald Hill. Josh Ryan of Timber and Stone, LLC, a trail-building
company from Chelsea, VT, designed a trail bridge and
planned repair of a Hurricane Irene washout.  Stewart Read
made computer-carved wooden trail signs to be installed
when better weather arrives.  Finally, Bald Hill Conservation
Committee [BHCC] prepared a draft "Memorandum of Under-
standing" for the BHCC/Pinnacle Association and the neigh-
boring Bellows Falls High School on their interdependent
trail systems.  We hope to finalize that agreement this spring.

Outgoing Trustees Maria Basescu and Camilla Roberts at the 20th Celebration


